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Patriots make
extended pit stop
at San Jose State
A view of San Jose State University, San Jose City Hall and nearby apartment complexes.
This image is a combination of several photographs.

OPINION

ALLIE FIGURES

ONLINE

Staff Writer

San Jose has 140 miles of bike
lanes, 40 miles of bike trails and 16
miles of bike routes, according to the
city’s Web site, but Councilmember
Sam Liccardo wants more.
In a proposal to the city council,
Liccardo said he wants to alter the
streets of downtown to make it a

“commuter-friendly” environment.
The four-part proposal includes
segregated bike lanes, increased areas
for bike racks, “bike valet” parking services and a “bike sharing” program.
Mayor Chuck Reed and Councilmember Forrest Williams supported Liccardo’s proposal in an effort to
encourage commuters to forgo driving and ride bikes.
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The first part of the proposal entails using physical barriers to make
segregated bike lanes. The bike lane
would be installed next to the sidewalk, pushing curb parking farther
into the street. Liccardo said curbs or
shrubs would provide a line of protection for bicyclists to safely commute.
“I think that would be a good idea
because I have actually seen a girl get

hit by a car,” said Tito Rocha, a freshman political science major who rides
his bike from Second Street and said
a segregated bike lane would be safer
for pedestrians and cyclists.
The problem of the constant physical barriers would be the obstruction to businesses and driveways. The
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That’s offensive ... Campus water deemed clean by officials;
and hilarious! some students still uncertain of safety
RYAN BUCHAN
Staff Writer

ONLINE
SJSU President
Jon Whitmore speaks
to SJSU media

Coliform bacteria have been neutralized in the water at the Campus
Village after university tests revealed
water contamination on Sept. 24.
The problem occurred due to a lack of
chlorine in the water, said Chandra Gowda, a hazardous waste specialist at SJSU.
Gowda said there was supposed to
be 0.5 milligrams per liter of chlorine in
the water to stop bacteria from growing.
The water that was supplied to Campus

Village by the San Jose Water Company only had 0.08 milligrams per liter
of chlorine in it Gowda said. John Tang
of the water company said that the legal
minimum for the amount of chlorine is
0.2 milligrams per liter.
Gowda said the water company
reduced the chlorine because of complaints about the taste.
Tang said the chlorine was always
at a sufficient level, about 0.8 milligrams per liter.
“We did not adjust chlorine residu-

al levels at all,” Tang said. “We sampled
them first and found they were sufficiently high enough.”
Tang added that chlorine levels
sometimes could drop if the water has
been sitting around for a long time.
“This is an issue we believe is on
San Jose State,” Tang said.
SJSU President Jon Whitmore said
Wednesday that the university has
cleaned out the coliform bacteria.
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Video Exclusive
The Whitmore news conference
www.TheSpartanDaily.com

Partnership creates system of recycling electronics
MARCOS BLANCO
Staff Writer
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The electronic waste program at SJSU is beginning to take shape through the partnership between the Associated Students Computer Services
Center, the Facilities Development & Operations
(FD&O) and Zak Enterprises, a computer recycling company.
“We’re trying to get it out there to let students that
there is an e-waste drop-off,” said Kevin Tran, operations coordinator at the computer service center.
Terri Ramirez, the recycling and moving specialist at FD&O, is in charge of managing e-waste
reduction and the recycling program on campus.
She said the program isn’t completely set up for
students yet.
“The program is mostly set up for the faculty
and staff,” Ramirez said.
Tran said something to the contrary.
“A lot of students don’t know about the
center we have here,” he said. “We set up an ewaste center in the back left corner (of the center).
Students and staff can come in and drop off

stuff that’s old, broken and unbroken.”
Habib Aziz, a senior business management
information systems major and technician in the
computer service center, said he thinks people
don’t pay attention to e-waste as one of the major
causes of pollution.
“When laptops become more mainstream, there
aren’t going to be enough recycling centers for
them,” he said. “They don’t know how bad it is.”
Aziz said the e-waste programs should reach out
to communities so that more people are aware of
the problem of e-waste affecting the environment.
“Have a campaign or foundation to let people
know about it. Because for them, ignorance is
bliss,” he said.
As far as what kind of e-waste is being recycled,
Ramirez said FD&O recycles a category of materials called “universal waste.”
“Items considered to contain potentially hazardous materials are banned from disposal in landfills
and must either be recycled properly or treated as
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Legacy Week to celebrate
SJSU’s history of activism
YA-AN CHAN
Staff Writer

Associated Students aims to connect SJSU students to historic activism on campus by hosting
Legacy Week from Oct. 13 to 16.
“This week-long series of events is to educate
students about Tommie Smith and John Carlos,
and the statement they’re trying to make,” said
Duncan Lange, marketing and events manager.
“Also make students more aware of the opportunity around them and how the university has been
socially active in the past.”
Lange said A.S. hosts a week-long event in hope
to make it more accessible to students.
Diana Victa, a senior sociology major and a
staff member at the César Chávez Community
Action Center, said the goal of the event is to inspire and motivate students to be more involved in
social justice.
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BIKES Bicycle racks, valets and rentals discussed

Department of Transportation
decided that a constant barrier would not be necessary to
achieve the physical and visual
aspect of separation.
The European models in
Paris, London, Copenhagen and
Denmark inspired council members to write the proposal, according to Liccardo’s proposal.
The new bike lanes would connect SJSU to City Hall, Diridon
train station, Guadalupe River
Park, major downtown employers and state and federal agencies.
“This is an innovative proposal; it’s in the evaluation process,”
said John Brazil, the Bicyclist and
Pedestrian Program coordinator
for the city of San Jose.
The second part of the proposal would increase the number of bike racks available for
use downtown.
“We have already begun
putting in more bike racks,”
Brazil said.
In addition to the 500 racks
already available in the city, the
proposal calls for more racks in
downtown areas.
In addition to more spaces
for bicycle parking, hiring a
private valet service to assist
cyclists is in consideration. The
valet service would be provided
at special events, funded by the
city or the Santa Clara Valley
Transit Authority Bicycle Expenditure Program.
The program funds these

bicycle related projects with
money from state grants and
previously allocated 1996 Measure B, which allocated $1.5 billion for transportation projects
more than a decade ago, according to Liccardo’s proposal.
Because of the possibility
of bike thefts, the “bike valet”
is an option designed to make
commuters feel comfortable
leaving their bikes. According
to Liccardo’s proposal, a “bike
valet” is a bike rack area at special events or transit parking
lots where attendants will park
bikes for visitors.
David Fuentes, a freshman
civil engineering major, no longer cycles to school because his
bicycle was stolen.
“I would definitely ride again
if there was a valet,” he said.
The offer of free rent would
be given to bicycle repair shops
for their assistance with the
“bike valet” program at locations such as the Diridon train
station, the Children’s Discovery Museum and the San Jose
Civic Auditorium.
A “bike share” program is
the fourth portion of Liccardo’s
proposal, which would allow patrons to rent a bicycle in a “vending machine” format, said Brazil.
Already in progress in Paris,
the program will require the use
of a credit card to obtain a bicycle. Commuters will be charged
for the time they have the bike,
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Student Showcase
Hour

12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music
Building Concert Hall.
Contact professor Joan Stubbe
924-4649.

The Rock
Are you a musician struggling in
the midst of this business-eque
atmosphere? Come to the Rock
where you can find musicians, play
music and be heard.
4:30 – 6 p.m. in the Montalvo
Room.
Contact Jeremy Mallard at
Maljeremy@gmail.com

Up Til Dawn
Raise money for St.
Jude’s Childrens
Hospital.

5 to 7 p.m. at the Tower Lawn.
Contact Alison Abernethy at
alioop56@hotmail.com

Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship has
weekly Bible studies on Thursdays.
7 p.m. in the Guadalupe Room.
Contact Justin Foon at jfoon1@
yahoo.com or (415) 786-9873.

which can be returned at any
“bike share” location.
Rocha’s friend, German
Aguilera, a freshman in business marketing, said he does
not have his own bike and borrows from his friends.
“I would appreciate a program like that, so he could stop
using my bike,” said Rocha.
Brazil suggested that the
city plans to include SJSU as
a kiosk location for the “bike
share” program.
“These innovative ideas are
still in the process of being considered,” Brazil said.
Liccardo said the “bike
share” program will provide
two services for commuters:
the storage of personal bikes in
public places and places to store
bikes at transit locations.
The overall goal of the plan is
to entice vehicle commuters to
switch to bicycles, increase bicycle safety and promote Mayor
Reed’s Green Vision.
Andy Chow, a representative from Transportation Solutions in the Student Union, said
he has not yet heard anything
from the city about Liccardo’s
proposal.
“We have much work to do
to enable more people to feel
safe taking their bike to work,”
Councilmember Liccardo noted in his proposal, “and this initiative focuses on creating that
safe environment.”

Cheer Team, and the presentation
of the Homecoming court. As if
that’s not enough, the evening will
conclude with the hip-hop, funk,
soul group “Jonah and Timeless
Entertainment.”
7 p.m. at Tower Lawn
Contact Clifton Gold at cgold@
as.sjsu.edu
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Fire on the Fountain
SJSU’s Homecoming Pep Rally
and Bonfire Celebration returns
with fire dancers, a bigger bonfire,
pep rally and music! The event
starts with free refreshments and
activities; then the fire dance troop
Fire Pixie will perform at 8 p.m.,
culminating in the ceremonial lighting of the 10’ gas bonfire at 8:30
p.m. The festivities continue with
a pep rally featuring university and
athletics representatives, the SJSU

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The
deadline for entries is noon, three working days before the desired publication date.
Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order
in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

Counseling Services
Help Me! I Have Test
Anxiety!
Test Anxiety is normal, but you can
control it. Spend 60 minutes of
your time to play Tic-Tac Testing.
1:30 p.m. at Clark 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu.
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WATER University to keep watch on water

“They flushed and cleaned the
system as quickly as possible and
it is in good working order,” Whitmore said. “People need to keep
monitoring it at a very regular
basis so that hopefully it doesn’t
happen again; and if it does we
will know about it instantly.”
That is not enough for one
student to trust the water again.
“I am still not going to drink
the water because you can’t
monitor it 24/7,” said Adereni
Fashokun, a sophomore business
management major. “If something gets back into it, you’re going to be sorry. So I am not going
to stay away from it completely.”
After the report of the coliform
bacteria in the water, San Jose Water Company tested water in the
neighborhoods around SJSU and
found no threats Tang said.
“I drank it the entire time,”
said Justin Yee, a sophomore biology major. “I still trust it.”
Officials from SJSU also tested the water around campus and
found that the water in other
parts of campus were clean.
“We paid a lot of money
to live here,” said Joe Isidro, a
sophomore culinary major. “We
should not have to worry about
stuff that can harm us.”
The university has its own
well that water is usually drawn
from, but it is currently being rehabbed, Gowda said.
He said that this is a normal

www.theSpartanDaily.com
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GOT A
STORY?

Submit it to the Daily
Call 408-924-3281

practice, part of a 15-year maintenance routine, which closes
the well for a couple of months.
The Web site for the Washington State Department of Health
reported that coliform bacteria
normally does not cause sickness,
but its presence often indicates
that other disease-causing organisms may be present in the water.
Feces of warm-blooded animals are often a source of coliform bacteria, according to the
Web site.
In some places such as Orange County, water from the toilet is cleaned and put back into
the drinking water, supply according to the New York Times.
Pam John, a senior civil engineer of water recycling for the
Santa Clara Valley Water District, said none of the reused water in Santa Clara County is used
for tap water.
Tang said the pipes of recycled
water are separated from normal
tap water pipes and in the incident at the Campus Village, there
were no leaks of recycled water.
Coliform bacteria can occur
naturally, which is why water
must be treated by chlorine.
This Campus Village water
scare is small compared with
others in the past in Downtown
San Jose.
The San Jose Mercury News
reported in 1987 that the drinking water of 200,000 residents

was at risk due to poor business
practices of Lorentz Barrel and
Drum Company located near
Spartan Stadium.
The company cleaned and
recycled old barrels and often
dumped out toxic chemicals
onto its site, inducing amounts
of vinyl chloride found at more
than 73,000 times the level at
which the state recommends
cleanup, according to the San
Jose Mercury News.
Since then, the city of San
Jose has cleaned its water and
was named in 2005 as the second
cleanest city in America by Reader’s Digest, and the ninth cleanest
by Forbes.com last spring.
Both publications said San
Jose’s ranking was due partly to
its excellent water system, including a perfect water score by
the Reader’s Digest.
Students at SJSU, however,
have been complaining about
the quality of the water for years.
A 2004 Spartan Daily article
quoted various students complaining about the taste of the
water, including a student who
said, “It tastes like saliva.”
Many students still have the
same opinion today if not worse
because of the contamination.
“I can taste the difference; the
tap water tastes flat,” said Monica
Machado, a freshman accounting major. “I’ve been scared because there is stuff in it.”

Student Culture
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MOVIE REVIEW: ‘RACHEL GETTING MARRIED’

3

Walk down the aisle to see this movie

Photos Courtesy of Sony Pictures Classics

ADAM BROWNE
Senior Staff Writer

On Sept. 23, I went to the
press screening of “Rachel Getting Married” at Camera 12 off
Second Street in San Jose, a few
blocks from SJSU.
The movie was filmed using a
digital video camera, which was
a style recently popularized in
Hollywood but well known to
the art film and alternative film
industry for at least 10 years.
Many art film directors use
video because it is cheaper. Hollywood uses it because it’s cool.
Somewhere in the Connecticut suburbs, a family is about
to celebrate the wedding of a
popular daughter, Rachel, but
the family’s estranged recovering addict daughter, Kym, returns, causing a storm of emotions played out in a rain-soaked
wedding party.
The film is set several days
before and up to the wedding,
introducing Kym, (Anne Hathaway from “Princess Diaries”),
who has just been released from
a drug rehab clinic after nine
months of sobriety.
Rachel (Rosemarie DeWitt of “Afterschool”) is getting
married into a musical family of
Jamaican descent known to the
family for years.
Her husband-to-be Sidney,
(Tunde Adebimpe of “The First
Three Lives of Stewart Hornsley”) is a gentle giant.
Rachel and Kym’s parents divorced as the result of a dysfunctional marriage partly stemming

from their daughter’s drug problems, which apparently started
when she was a teenager.
At 16, Kym accidentally
killed her little brother while
she was high while driving and
her car fell off a bridge into
a lake and she escaped but
he drowned.
She had been in rehab places
ever since, and given her crass attitude about family, would rather stay there than face them.
Abby (Debra Winger of
“Terms of Endearment”) and
Paul (Bill Irwin of “Across the
Universe”) are the divorced and
dysfunctional parents.

Anne Hathaway
was great and she
deserves a nod
for best actress
in the film.
They’ve remarried and are
on edge because of the wedding.
Paul is obsessed with making
sure Kym stays out of trouble,
while Abby is in denial and stays
back observing arguments between the sisters.
Andre ( Jerome LePage of
“Analyze That”) is a family friend
who is also a recovering addict,
and he is evidently Kym’s boyfriend. He acts as a buffer between some of the characters.
Rachel is disgusted that her
little sister hogged all the atten-

tion in the past, and she returns
to doing it again during wedding preparations, as she argues
about not being the maid of
honor, and she makes a fool of
herself at the rehearsal dinner.
Kym is making up stories
while in rehab that come out
unexpectedly at one point in a
hair salon and it causes a family blowup with accompanying
stormy weather.
Director Jonathan Demme
(“Beloved”) brings together
Hollywood actors and relative
unknowns in sympathetic roles
where they work well together
on screen, as though they actually are this family livening
on the East Coast, an everyday
American family with issues.
He has a way with digital video that works well to show the
jarring motions of life through
the camera without being jerky
or visually distracting.
Winger was her personal best
in a supporting role in this movie, because as a classic actress
she could play anyone.
Anne Hathaway was great
and she deserves a nod for best
actress in the film.
Her previous roles in teen
comedies didn’t give her opportunities to play anything dramatic until now.
Even though it’s not the
award-winning “Terms of Endearment,” it was a good movie and it might get noticed
if enough people have an interest in it.
So go out and see it.

Top left:
Anne Hathaway as
Kym, Rosemarie
DeWitt as Rachel,
Bill Irwin as Paul
and Debra Winger
as Abby in a scene
from Jonathan
Demme’s
“Rachel Getting
Married.”
Top right:
Anne Hathaway
and Rosemarie
DeWitt in “Rachel
Getting Married.”
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LEGACY

Chuck D, ‘Speed
City’ exhibit and documentary
showings fill week of events
“It’s important to be conscious
of what’s going on,” Victa said.
As part of the fortieth anniversary celebration of Tommie
Smith and John Carlos’s achievement at the 1968 Summer Olympics, the event features speeches
by keynote speaker Chuck D and
current student activists, free
showings of documentary “Fists
of Freedom: The Story of the ’68
Summer Games,” SJSU Legacy
Path and “Speed City” Exhibit.
“You can go to these events
without being an activist but just
to inform yourself,” said Lilly
Perez, a senior sociology major.
Chuck D, co-founder of rap
group Public Enemy and national spokesperson for various
social activist groups, will speak
about mass media, technology
and race, Lange said.
“I’m a huge fan of Public Enemy, and it’s good to know Chuck
D is down for social activism,” said
Shauncuy Fifer, a freshman television, radio, film and theatre major.
The speaking event is cosponsored by the Student Union,
Lange said.
The film “Fists of Freedom:
The Story of the ’68 Summer
Games” is a documentary about
Smith and Carlos’s road to 1968
Summer Olympics and what happened at the Games, Lange said.
The “Speed City” exhibition,
take place at the César Chávez
Community Action Center,”
shows historic background of the
Track and Field program at SJSU
in the 1960s.
For the SJSU Legacy Path,
Lange said it is a self-guided tour

where students can pick up a packet of brochures at the César Chávez
Community Action Center.
The packet will include a
map that leads students around
campus, and detail information
about sites where historic activism incidents have occurred on
campus, Lange said.
“We hope students can come
to one or all of these events and
take away with them a little bit
of empowerment of what they’re
capable of and open up their
mind to be more active in their
community,” he said.
Some students said they were
interested in the event but were
not aware of its existence.
“It’s great they’re doing this
because many people didn’t
know what the statue means,”
said Julissa Gomez, an undeclared freshman. “But they need
to advertise more.”
Nicole Cimmarusti, a sophomore television, radio, film and
theatre major, said she is the publicity officer of the Campus Village
Building B Hall Government but
she did not know about the event.
“I’m interested in student
activity and mostly likely I’ll go
because it’s a school-wide event,”
she said.
Lange said Smith and Carlos
make iconic statement, and A.S.
wants people to recognize what
they did as SJSU student athletes.
“We want to let students
know that these two student
athletes are perfect example of
what can be done if you believe
in something and put your mind
and body into it,” Lange said.
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WASTE

23,284 pounds
of monitors recycled in 2007
hazardous waste,” she said.
Ramirez said that at SJSU,
items such as batteries, hard
drives, laptops, mobile phones,
monitors (CRT, Plasma, LCD),
personal computer parts, televisions, fluorescent tubes and
lights are sent to processing facilities for recycling.
According to a 2007 report
by Zak Enterprises, 608 monitors equaling 23,284 pounds
from SJSU were recycled.
Ramirez said waste reduction is a lot more important
than recycling.
“Environmental and sustainable material issues are mega
hot on campus right now,” she
said. “The partnership between
A.S. (and Zak Enterprises) is
really exciting. I’m looking forward to working with (other)
student organizations.”
According to its Web site,
Zak Enterprises “has been

serving customers in the Bay
Area and nationwide since
1993 and has earned the reputation as the Bay Area leader in
Computer Recycling.”
The company provides hard
drive wipe services and full teardown and dismantling of assemblies, according to its Web site.
“A good electronic recycler
will make sure the hard drives
get destroyed upon receiving
them,” Ramirez said. “You have
to make sure you have a reputable recycler and make sure
they don’t send the waste overseas. You hear a lot of stories in
China about that.”
Tran said he believes that
it’s very important to get more
people to know about the ewaste programs.
“Everyone must participate
in this. I want to make it as
green as possible — for the future’s sake,” he said.

CAMPUSIMAGES
IMAGES

RYAN KALEM / Contributing Photographer
Morgan Chivers, a senior
spatial art major, sand-casts a multi-glass liquid
at the Industrial Studies Building on Saturday night.

BLOG

Follow the Spartan Daily

NEWS BLOG and
SPORTS BLOG

Go to
spartandailynews.wordpress.com or
spartandailysports.wordpress.com

Classiﬁeds
EMPLOYMENT
ALMADEN VALLEY ATHLETIC
CLUB seeking professional, selfmotivated and energetic individuals who demonstrate excellence in
customer service for the following
positions: member services desk,
cafe service, personal trainer, swim
teacher, child care provider, tennis
instructor. Please forward your resume to Stephanie at smudgett@
avac.us.
LOS GATOS SWIM & RACQUET
CLUB is currently accepting applications for the front desk. Applicants are to be outgoing, able to
multi-task and have great customer
service skills. Part-time AM shifts
are available Tues, Thurs, & Friday 5am-1pm. Must be a morning
person. For more info email chris@
lgsrc.com or call (408) 356-2136.

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool
Teachers and Aides. F/ T and P/
T positions available. Substitute
positions are also available that
offer ﬂexible hours. ECE units are
required for teacher positions but
not req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity for
Child Development majors. Please
call Shawna for an interview at 2476972 or fax resume to 248-7350.

STUDENT WORK-GREAT PAY IF
YOU CAN CUT IT
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the compay for students,
has part-time openings available
for customer sales/ service. The
positions offer numerous unique
beneﬁts for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience needed
*Training provided
Earn income and gain experience!
Watch for us on-campus throughout
the semester, or CALL 866-1100
9am-5pm. www.workforstudents.
com/ sjsu

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover
Shoppers needed to judge retail
and dining establishments. EXP.
Not RE. CALL 800-722-4791

SERVICES

AFTER
SCHOOL
TEACHERS

K-8th private school seeks responsible individuals for extended daycare, P/ T in the afternoon (2:30-6pm M-F). No ECE units required.
Previous experience with children
a must. Please call 248-2464.
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968
SPERM DONORS NEEDED Earn
up to $1200/month. California
Cryobank is seeking healthy males
for its sperm donor program. Apply
online at www.spermbank.com

FOR RENT

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts
(408)469-5999

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds

SPACIOUS STUDIO SUITES From
$ 1095 - 1058 N. 4th St. Secured
Entry, new paint & carpet, Lg. Eat
in Kitchen, Tall ceilings, New Windows, 3 blocks from lt. rail. For more
info. contact Zane 408.509.1750 or
408.354-8910
DISCLAIMER

EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791

STUDIO SUITES FROM $995 Quiet complex at 3rd/ Jackson-Japan
Town. Walk to 7 Bamboo Lounge
& light rail. Lower level, new berber
carpet, designer paint, all new ceramic tile in kitchen/ bath, mirrored
closet doors. Call 408.509.1750 or
408.354.8910 www.apts4rent.org

The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of
paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when
making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending
money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms
offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1

2

3

4

RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

5

theSpartanDaily.com

09

2008

THURSDAYOCTOBER

eBay: Where you can find anything Avoiding racism
doesn’t mean it
no longer exists
BIANCA
deCASTRO

Oh, the joys of eBay. Thanks to the world’s
largest online marketplace, people can make
a living selling items or services to the billions of people anywhere in the world, as
long as you have Internet access, of course.
So I admit I have a thing for eBay. Yes,
I am an eBayer. I sell my old textbooks and
purchase Las Vegas club passes, hotel stays
and Christmas gifts on eBay. And I also
love to find the crazy items for sale.
I am fascinated not only by eBay’s
amazing growth of users, but mostly with
the bizarre items that people sell or attempt to sell there.
There was previously a virginity auction that eBay had put a stop to, due to
the auction’s violation of rules and regulations. But there are so many other strange
auctions that actually make it past eBay’s
regulation checkers.
One eBay seller recently set up an
auction for what he or she claimed to be
Michael Jackson’s nose, which had been
rumored to have fallen off due to multiple
rhinoplasty procedures. Someone bought
it for $8.
OK, so there may be some justification
for this one. Maybe someone was dumb
enough to believe it was his actual nose or

perhaps they just wanted to collect such a
strange thing. Who knows?
Well, how about this one: used breast
implants that sold for $151.60. What the
hell are you going to do with used breast
implants? With that large of a price tag,
you could afford to buy 86 homes like the
one a Chicago woman recently won on
eBay for $1.75.
According to USA Today, the Chicago
woman’s $1.75 won her an eBay auction
for an abandoned home in Saginaw, Mich.
Reportedly, she will have to pay approximately $850 in taxes and clean-up fees.
Overall, not a bad deal if you ask me. Sure,
it looks like a piece of crap. but I’d pay $1.75
to say I own a home and really mean it.
And what’s the most expensive pair of
socks you’ve ever purchased? How about
buying used sweat socks? The item picture
featured a pair of feet sporting the dirty
bottom socks which sold for $89.88.
The items get even more strange and
ridiculous. I can only imagine that a rich
person with nothing better to do would
buy something as stupid as what this eBay
seller was calling a “ghost in a box.” The
item description stated that the family had
been hunting a ghost in the house and finally caught the ghost in a box.
Some crazed soul bought the taped-up
cardboard box for $1,575. I have no further comments about this.
These next two may gross you out.
Someone was selling a fart in a jar. Yes,
that’s right, a fart in a jar. It sold for $8.50

and there have been multiple listings for belly button lint. I have seen the lint purchased
for as high as $302.65 and most recently for
$170 plus $4 shipping and handling.
This is crazy. Maybe that virgin should
have looked into the belly button lint business; I would say that might be a more
agreeable means of making money. Hey,
it’s nice to know that there are consumers out there willing to buy the most insane things. At least I can rest assure that
if I ever find myself in a financial rut, I can
count on eBay for selling the belly button
lint I have started collecting since I have
noticed it is such a profitable market.
Just kidding.

I am fascinated not only by
eBay’s amazing growth of
users, but mostly with the
bizarre items that people sell
or attempt to sell there.
However, if you aren’t into selling or
buying strange items, you could always
use eBay for revenge. One seller wrote in
her item description that her sister borrowed her car and while she was using it, it
was keyed by someone. Her sister declined
to pay, so for revenge, the eBayer decided
to auction off her sister’s stuff.
Bianca deCastro is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

The best laid plans ... can always go wrong
SARAH
KYO

SUBTLY
OBVIOUS
Things don’t always go as planned.
Sometimes opportunities pop up,
such as a friend getting free tickets to a
one-man show in San Francisco at the last
minute and needing someone to go with,
which is what happened to me last week.
Sometimes adjustments need to be
made to accommodate these spontaneous situations, such as staying awake at 2
a.m. to plan the trip with said friend for
later that same day.
Sometimes organizing is involved,
such as looking up the public transit
routes and departure times that would
allow us to make it to the show on time,
printing out the schedules and even highlighting and color-coding the different
possibilities.
Other times, though, one may face unexpected challenges.
Exhibit A: Taking advantage of our
VTA stickers, we took the bus to the Fremont BART station. On the way to the
BART station, the bus made a long stop
at the side of the road. The bus driver was
apparently waiting for someone.
Minutes ticked away until a highway
patrol car pulled up and two officers came
onto the bus. They commanded a man to
get off the bus. Once off the bus, one offi-

cer proceeded to handcuff the man, while
the other patted the guy down. An officer
extracted a mysterious bottle from the
suspect’s pocket before taking him inside
the patrol car.
Then there was Exhibit B: Because of
that detour, we missed the direct BART
line to the City and ended up having to
catch two trains. We still thought that we
could make it to the theater just before
curtain call.
Big mistake.
Due to technical difficulties with the
train ahead of us and with our own train,
there were some more unplanned stops.
The fact that the trains were packed and
often had standing room only, not to mention there was a strong, distinct stench of
not-so-legal substances in the air, did not
help the situation.

Minutes ticked away
until a highway patrol car
pulled up and two officers
came onto the bus.
Many of the passengers seemed to
be heading off to LoveFest, a big parade
and street festival revolving around dance
music. One could tell they were headed
for that purpose due to their colorful, eccentric outfits — or lack thereof.
Once we finally made it to the City
by the Bay, it was already past the 2 p.m.
showtime and we hadn’t eaten lunch, so

we got food-on-the-run (It’s pretty sad
when everything on the Burger King
menu starts to look really good).
As we wandered around aimlessly before finally finding the theater, we were
30 minutes late to an unfamiliar show.
Expectations were somewhat low for the
rest of the trip (the code word was “tamales” if we wanted to leave the show early),
but we went with the flow.
Things couldn’t get any worse, right?
Things, in fact, actually began to pick
up when the one-man show — or what we
were able to actually watch — turned out
to be much better than we had expected.
“A Bronx Tale,” the coming-of-age tale of
a boy and the competing influences of his
father and the local mobster, turned out
to be pretty entertaining.
Afterwards, the spontaneous shopping
to run errands (if you consider finding
Halloween accessories an errand) made
for a much happier ending.
OK, ultimately things didn’t go exactly
as planned, and so much for highlighted
train routes. It’s how you respond to unexpected problems, though, that matters.
Plus, the detours made for a more
memorable trip.
Sometimes it’s good to plan on not
having any plans.

“Subtly Obvious” appears every
Thursday. Sarah Kyo is a Spartan
Daily copy editor.

CORINNE
SPECKERT

Racism is an issue that our generation, well at least our white generation, was taught to ignore. Of
course we learned about slavery,
the Civil Rights movements and
Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous,
“I Have a Dream” speech, but beyond that, unless you yourself or a
friend has been victimized because
of ethnicity, we’ve been taught to
act like it’s an issue of the past.
Saying you don’t have a problem with racism and avoiding this
issue because it’s a touchy subject
doesn’t mean that it isn’t still a
problem today. A 2006 FBI investigation reported that out of 7,722
hate crimes, 51.8 percent were
motivated by racial biases.
To me, ignoring our cultural
and ethical background for fear of
being racist is just as bad as pretending racism is only a thing of the
past. Why would we want to ignore
the differences that define us?
Yes, you’re black, white, Asian
or Filipino and that’s not all you
are, but by pretending we don’t
notice people’s ethnicities, we’re
denying everyone’s right to be
themselves. The first thing people
notice when introduced to a new
person is that person’s ethnicity, and unfortunately the color of
one’s skin does have the power to
make people feel fearful or uncomfortable. We need to ask ourselves,
if racism is a thing of the past, how
can the color of a person’s skin affect my comfort level today?
An article from the February
2005 issue of the Science Daily
stated, “If you’ve ever walked down
a dark alley and seen a stranger approach, then you probably know
automatic vigilance – a signal from
your brain making you more alert.
And even if you consider yourself
unprejudiced, you may have also

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Officials didn’t even have time to pat themselves on the back before the market said,
‘So what? This doesn’t address the problem.’“
MARC CHANDLER
Global head of currency strategy at Brown Brothers
Harriman said regarding the emergency rate cuts.
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noticed that this response is more
prevalent when you encounter
people of races other than yours.”
With the U.S. becoming increasingly diverse, why do many people
still think it’s wrong to notice a
person’s ethnicity? Maybe because
it’s easier to avoid a sensitive issue
such as race. But in reality, avoidance doesn’t mean acceptance.
People our age and in this part
of the country most likely aren’t
racist, but ask yourself: How many
close friends do you have of other
ethnicities. If not many, why not?
A poll in Glamour magazine
stated that only 15 percent of
Americans say they have a close
friend of another race.
In an article in Glamour magazine entitled, “Do you have friends
of other races?” the common
theme or excuse for why women
didn’t have friends of other ethnicities was that they felt women of the
same race understood them better.
That very well may be true; people
come from multiple cultural backgrounds, but with SJSU being considered a diverse school by most
who attend it, what’s your excuse?
A quote from this article touches on exactly what our generation
has been taught to ignore: racism.
“We live with this lie of the
color blind society being best and
people saying, ‘I don’t see race,’ as
though ignoring our differences is
a good thing. I think that’s a real
flaw right now.”
If people truly want to make
racism a thing of the past, we need
to discuss it and figure out why the
color of one’s skin can still impact
our everyday ways of thinking.
If racism is a thing of the past,
why does the subject of racism still
clear a room faster than almost any
other controversial issue? Why do
people still tend to self-segregate
instead of embracing diversity by
exploring other cultures and getting to know the people in them?
Corinne Speckert is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.
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Who do you think
won the
presidential debate?

Sen. John McCain
or
Sen. Barack Obama

ONLINE POLL RESULTS
Who do you think won the
vice presidential debate?
Gov. Sarah Palin: 13
Sen. Joe Biden: 31
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SJSU makes room for NFL’s Patriots

LEFT: New England Patriots linebacker Tedy Bruschi speaks with local and Boston reporters outside the SJSU football locker room on Wednesday afternoon.
RIGHT: Running back Sammy Morris is interviewed after an afternoon walkthrough at SJSU’s football practice field. The Patriots are staying in San Jose and using
SJSU’s athletic facilities this week to avoid excessive traveling. New England played at San Francisco last Sunday and will play at San Diego next Monday.
MATTHEW KIMEL
Staff Writer

The NFL’s New England Patriots, last year’s AFC champions, started practicing for their
Monday Night Football game
against the San Diego Chargers
at the SJSU football practice field
on Wednesday afternoon.
“We appreciate the opportunity to use the facilities,”
New England head coach Bill
Belichick said. “It’s a good setup
here, they run a good program.”
Last week, the Patriots defeated the 49ers in San Francisco and decided to stay in
California instead of flying back
to Massachusetts to avoid jetlag,
Belichick said.
Five-time Pro Bowl defensive
lineman Richard Seymour said
the extended stay in California
saved the Patriots approximately
10 hours of travel time.
“It’s good if we can take advantage of it,” Seymour said. “I
think it will pay dividends.”

Belichick said it was nice to be
in California and it gave the team
a chance to spend more time together.
Patriots’ quarterback Matt
Cassel, who attended USC prior
to being a seventh-round draft
pick in 2005, said he liked the
setup at SJSU and was glad to be
back in California.
“It’s nice; look at the sunshine,” Cassel said. “It’s beautiful; you can’t complain.”
Belichick said Spartans head
coach Dick Tomey has been
great in terms of cooperation and
making things work out for the
Patriots.
“They’ve been very accommodating,” Belichick said.
Tomey said the two teams
don’t conflict at all.
“We’re going to stay out of
their way,” he said. “They are
going to stay out of our way.
They’ve got work to do; we got
work to do.”
Tomey said he didn’t mind

sharing the field with the Patriots
because he wanted to see linebacker Tedy Bruschi,.
Tomey coached Bruschi while
both were affiliated with the University of Arizona.
“Tedy is one of my absolute
all-time favorite people in the
world,” Tomey said. “I don’t see
enough of him.

Bruschi when they played under
Tomey at Arizona.
“I feel like I sort of relate to this
program,” Bruschi said, “because
I have been keeping up with it all.
Coach Tomey is my coach. He is
the one who helped me develop
in my college years and take me
from an 18-year-old freshman to
a 23-year-old fifth-year senior.”

“We are going to stay out of their way.
They are going to stay out of our way.”
DICK TOMEY

SJSU head coach

Bruschi said that seeing Tomey “brings back fond memories”
of their time spent together in
Tucson.
“I attribute a lot of my success to what coach Tomey taught
me,” Bruschi said, “and I see he is
doing great things with the program here.”
SJSU defensive line coach
Joe Salave’a was a teammate of

WAC football preview: Week 7

by Mark Powell, sports editor

Utah State (1-4, 1-0 WAC) at SJSU (3-2, 1-0 WAC)
SJSU’s defense is impressive, and if the offense can run the ball effectively to complement an accurate passing
game, homecoming should be a happy time for blue-and-gold faithful. This game shouldn’t be as close as past meetings, and the Spartans should get their second conference win.
Prediction: SJSU 31, Utah State 14
New Mexico State (2-2, 0-0 WAC) at Nevada (3-2, 1-0 WAC)
Nevada itself might be 5-0 had it lightened its schedule before the season. The Wolf Pack’s losses are to Top 10
teams Missouri and Texas Tech.
Prediction: Nevada 42, New Mexico State 21
Louisiana Tech (2-2, 0-1 WAC) at Hawaii (2-3, 1-1 WAC)
The Warrior beat then nationally ranked Fresno State in overtime last week after losing to SJSU for the first time
since 2000. This game should be close, but I’ll give Hawaii the edge for being at home.
Prediction: Hawaii 30, Louisiana Tech 23
No. 15 Boise State (4-0, 1-0 WAC) at Southern Mississippi (2-3, 0-2 C-USA)
Southern Mississippi is on a two-game losing streak coming into the matchup with Boise State. It will host the
Broncos, though that doesn’t mean much — those two recent losses both happened at home.
Prediction: Boise State 40, Southern Mississippi 24
Idaho (1-5, 0-2 WAC) at Fresno State (3-2, 0-1 WAC)
Fresno State has been somewhat of an enigma this year, beating Rutgers and UCLA on the road but falling at home
to Wisconsin and Hawaii. Fresno can either beat Idaho soundly, or muddle its way through the next couple games
and get upset again.
Prediction: Fresno State 35, Idaho 7

Tomey asked Bruschi to give
the Spartans a pep talk on Friday
prior to their game against Utah
State on Saturday.
Tomey said he admires Bruschi for being a guy that makes
everyone around him better.
“He just rubs off in a positive
way,” Tomey said.
Bruschi said he is looking forward to talking to the SJSU foot-

ball team even though it’s a different university than Arizona.
SJSU will be wearing different
logos on the side of its helmets,
Bruschi said, but he feels they are
being brought up the same way
he was by Tomey.
The Patriots will play the
Seattle Seahawks and Oakland
Raiders consecutively later in the
season, but Belichick said he is
not sure if the Patriots would return to San Jose for the occasion.
Cassel said the team has not
been able to see much of San
Jose as he has not been out of his
hotel much.
“We just need to get our business done as usual,” he said.
Belichick said the team was
spending a lot of time doing its
normal football routine.
Laurence Maroney and Ben
Watson, however, were spotted
at Alcatraz in San Francisco by
local Bay Area media.
“Hopefully in civilian clothes,”
Belichick said jokingly.
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On October 16, 1968, two men stunned the world with
a simple gesture. On the medal stand at the Olympic
Games in Mexico City, after winning gold and bronze
respectively, Tommie Smith and John Carlos raised
their hands to the sky in a salute to black power. Forty
years later, their protest has become one of the most
remembered images of the Olympic Games as an
enduring symbol of defiance in the face of racism.
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SPEED,
POWER,
DEFIANCE

It was Oct. 16, 1968. Mexico
City. SJSU alumnus and Olympic
athlete Tommie Smith had just
run the most important 200 meters of his life.
Coming off a muscle pull in an
earlier qualifier, it wasn’t even certain that Smith would be able to
compete, let alone win. But 10 seconds into the race, coming from
far back in the pack, Smith began
to make his move. At 14 seconds,
he was neck-and-neck with fellow
SJSU student John Carlos, vying
for the lead.
And then he really opened up.
Carlos had just enough time to
glance at his teammate as Smith
blazed past him, both arms raised
in triumph. Tommie Smith had
won Olympic gold, shattering the
previous world record with a time
of 19.83 seconds.
It was the first time that anyone
had run the 200-meter in less than
20 seconds, and it was a record that
would remain unmatched until
1979. But along with John Carlos,
Tommie Smith was about to do

something even more memorable.
He was going to raise his fist.
Smith and Carlos graciously accepted their medals, Smith allowing himself another celebratory
arm pump as he stepped onto the
podium. But then, as the “StarSpangled Banner” began to play
and the flags were raised, the pair’s
expressions became serious.
Each man bowed their head and
raised their fist: Smith his right,
Carlos his left. Each wore a single
black glove. Each had feet bare save
for black athletic socks. Carlos was
wearing a string of beads around his
neck in addition to his bronze medal. Smith carried a box in his left
hand containing an olive branch.
All three men on the podium,
including second-place sprinter
Peter Norman, wore pins emblazoned with the logo of the Olympic Project for Human Rights, a
movement by black athletes to
raise awareness about the plight
of black people all over the world.
Started on the campus of San Jose
State by sociology professor Harry

Edwards and student Ken Noel,
the project had originally planned
to boycott the Olympics entirely.
But when a vote by the athletes
involved in the project failed to
pass the motion to boycott, it fell
to the athletes themselves to decide what, if anything, they were
going to do at the games.
“I was surprised at the magnitude of what they did,” Noel said.
“They took it a lot further than
anything I expected them to do. I
think they took it a lot further then
I would have thought to do myself
if I had been there.”
“I thought it was beautiful,” Edwards said.
Not everyone agreed. The next
day, International Olympic Committee President Avery Brundage
called an emergency meeting on
the protest.
The committee voted to expel
Smith and Carlos from any further
Olympic activities and recommended that the U.S. Olympic
Committee send the two sprinters
home. The USOC initially refused,

A photograph of Tommie Smith being interviewed by Spartan Daily
Courtesy of Lloyd LaCuesta
reporter Lloyd LaCuesta at San Jose Municipal Airport after Smith and John Carlos’ protest.
A note from Tommie Smith to Lloyd LaCuesta was written on the photograph.
according to Olympic historian C.
Robert Paul Jr.
That night, the USOC sent Jesse
Owens, a black athlete who had attained international fame in track
and field at the 1936 Olympics, to
talk to Smith and Carlos, according
to a 1968 article in Life magazine.
Owens told them that the IOC
was accusing them of violating the
precepts of the games, and told
them that the USOC was being
pressured to send them home. He
proposed that the athletes agree
on a clear form of protest that
wouldn’t offend anyone. But the
athletes declined, insisting that
they be given the freedom to express themselves.
The next day, Paul said, the
IOC met again. This time the committee had a stronger message for
its American counterpart: Expel
Smith and Carlos, or the entire
U.S. track and field team would be
barred from competition.
The USOC complied, and
Smith and Carlos were given 48
hours to leave the country by the

Mexican government.
Lloyd LaCuesta, then a reporter for the Spartan Daily, said he decided to meet them at the airport
when they came back.
“It was a very interesting scene
at the San Jose airport, because at
that time the news media tended to
be all white. So there was a bunch
of old, white men standing around
saying, ‘Do you know what he
looks like? Do you know what he
looks like?’” LaCuesta said. “These
guys ran to the first tall, black person they saw get off the airplane.
And that wasn’t Tommie.”
“I saw Tommie coming, and we
rushed over,” he said. “We started
firing questions at Tommie and
John. I remember Tommie didn’t
really want to say anything, but I
was being very persistent.”
“And John said to me ‘If you
shove that microphone in my face,
I’m gonna shove it down your
throat.’ ... For the most part, they
weren’t saying anything. I think
they were kind of shell-shocked
by the kind of media coverage they

were getting,” he said.
Media reaction was mixed. The
Washington Post ran an editorial
on Oct. 20, 1968, that said it was
sad that Smith and Carlos felt the
need to protest at the Olympics,
and that no matter how right their
sentiments were, “the time and
place was wrong.”
Many other publications agreed,
although many also decried the decision of the Olympic committees
to throw them out of the games.
But the welcome home wasn’t
all bad.
“I had two white students living above me at the time,” Carlos
said. “And they had so much respect and admiration and pride
for (me) that when I came home,
despite any negatives that I might
have seen on the way to my house,
they had a big sign out, like a sheet
hanging from their window: ‘Welcome home, John Carlos: San Jose
State’s hero.’ That shaved off any
rough edges I might have had.”
“I’ll never forget it as long as I
live,” he said.

STORY //ANDREA FRAINIER

[TODAY]

SPECIAL SECTION

B3

40 Years Later...
When Tommie Smith and
John Carlos bowed their heads
and raised their black-gloved fists
toward the sky at the Mexico City
Olympics, their Black Power salute was embraced by some but
resented by most at the time.
Years later, the two SJSU athletes are celebrated as heroes for
their courageous stance against racial inequality in America.
“I think it’s amazing that these
two historic figures were at this
school,” said Kate Fisher, a junior
occupational therapy major. “I
think we can learn a lot about how
they stood up for what was right.”
Niya Levi, a senior marketing
major, said he was impressed with
the Tommie Smith and John Carlos
Statue when he first came to SJSU.
“The Olympics didn’t really
support them. Neither did America. But then to have San Jose State
honor them is really cool,” he said.
Tommie Smith said the Statue
represents where the fight for
equality of SJSU athletes started.
“I come to the statue sometimes and no one knows who I
am,” Smith said. “So I stand there
and just look at it. … I cannot look
at my face because that face represents what I felt at that time and
that was a cry for freedom.”
When SJSU President Whitmore looks at the Smith-Carlos
statue, he said he thinks about the
history of the university and its
concern for social justice.
“That and the Martin Luther
King Library and now the Cesar
Chavez arch — those are three
statements that say a lot about the
history of this institution and the
culture and attitude of faculty and
students here,” he said.

Even though hundreds of students walk by the Smith-Carlos Statue every day, many of them do not
know the significance of Smith and
Carlos’ Olympic stance.
“San Jose State has to do more
to try and make students understand what this is all about,” John
Carlos said.
When Kimberly Uweh, a sophomore chemistry major, walks by
the statue, she said she doesn’t always think about its meaning.
“But every now and then I take
that glance and think, ‘Oh yeah,
that came from my school, someone who took a stance.’ … You
don’t really find people in our generation that stand up for anything.
Most things are done for us.”
Colin Taylor, a junior civil engineering major, said he didn’t know
much about the history behind
the statue, but didn’t think today’s generation of students would
take a bold stance like Smith and
Carlos did.
“For the most part, most of us
are afraid to step out and be different,” he said. “American culture is
just to fit and be like everyone else.”
SJSU’s Instructional Resource
Center’s copy of the HBO documentary “Fists of Freedom: The
Story of the ’68 Summer Games,”
which explores the events surrounding the ’68 Olympics, has only been
checked out a total of four times.
“I don’t think it’s by accident
that people don’t know what went
on,” said sociology professor Preston Rudy. “That’s by design. That
has to do with the way in which
being a student in 2008 is very different from being a student in ’68.
The fees are higher, students have
to work in ways that they didn’t

have to work in ’68, and therefore
your life is taken up by stuff.”
Urla Hill, curator of “Speed City”
at San Jose City Hall, is a former
SJSU student who has dedicated her
life to chronicling the university’s
rich athletics history.
“I don’t trust San Jose State to
do what they should do with that
statue,” Hill said. “Freshman year,
everybody needs to know what
that statue is.”
Harry Edwards, a former professor of sociology at SJSU and
student-athlete, co-founded the
Olympic Project for Human Rights
with Ken Noel in 1967 to protest
the treatment of black athletes.
When asked what he wanted
SJSU students to think when they
walk by the statue, Edwards replied that he wouldn’t want those
students to think anything.
“I would want them to ask one
question, ‘What was that about?’
and then hit the libraries and start
doing research,” he said. “If the students ask that question, I trust them
to come to the right answers.”
It was an SJSU student that
campaigned to honor Smith and
Carlos. In 2003, SJSU alumnus
Erik Grotz was a senior political
science major who pushed for the
university to commemorate the
medal-winning athletes.
“The statues were there because they had a young man who
was the student body president a
few years back,” John Carlos said.
“He was in a class … and the professor just happened to mention
to him that John Carlos and Tommie Smith went to school here. …
This individual was elated we went
to school here, but even more so
he was disappointed for the fact

Courtesy of AP Images
Tommie Smith (center) and John Carlos (right) raise their arms in protest at
the 1968 Summer Olympics in Mexico City during the playing of “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
there was no recognition that we
attended San Jose State. He said it
was almost like they were ashamed
of us. And the statue is there as a
result of his backing.”
Edwards said he thinks the
Smith-Carlos Statues need to be
put in context.
“Anytime you isolate something out and say ‘Well what does
this mean?’ and don’t put it into
context, it’s going to be meaningless and very soon it’s going to be
forgotten. I put that on the university,” he said.

Smith also said he believes that
the university needs to reinforce
the meaning of the statue.
“There’s nothing on that statue
that exemplifies why it was there
or the need to continue the strife
of excellence,” Smith said. “A
plaque is needed to be oriented on
that statue or around that statue
to identify who these guys are,
what they did and why the statue
is there because it is a monumental
statue that’s just sitting there.”
Rudy said he thinks the spirit of
Smith and Carlos has been lost on

SJSU students.
“I think one of the things students at San Jose State could do as
a way of commemorating that —
they could revive that as an image
of what it is to be in college, what it
is to be an athlete, what it is to be
a politically engaged athlete. These
were not guys that were political
in the sense that they weren’t running for student government, they
weren’t involved in huge demonstrations. They were going about
their daily life and doing that in a
way that was politically aware.”
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JUST A

CLUB?
RYAN KALEM / Contributing Photographer

A member of the SJSU Track and Field Club clears a hurdle at San Jose City College.
Most of the San Jose community remains unaware of the history
of the decrepit piece of land on the
corner of Alma and Tenth streets.
That piece of land is Bud Winter
Field, the practice space of some of
the world’s fastest runners.
Lloyd “Bud” Winter was SJSU’s track and field coach from
1944 to 1974 and coached 37
world record holders, 102 NCAA
All-Americans, 49 NCAA record
holders and 27 Olympians, according to the SJSU Track & Field
Web site.
“Bud Winter was one of the fin-

est creative coaches ever produced
at the school or in the country,”
Bob Poynter said in an e-mail.
Poynter was a sprinter for SJSU’s
track and field team from 1959 to
1961. “He invented many of the
techniques and drills that sprinters
use today on a limited budget.”
“Speed City” was the nickname of San Jose during the
1950s and 1960s when SJSU
was known for its world-ranked
sprinters such as Lee Evans,
Tommie Smith, John Carlos, Bob
Poynter and many other athletes
who participated in the program

until it was disbanded in 1988.
“Speed City before it was
‘Speed City’ was an incredible experience just being on that track
team at San Jose State at that time,”
said Robert Griffin, vice president
of student services and institutional research at De Anza College
and relay runner at SJSU in the late
’60s. “San Jose had put together a
phenomenal track team both in an
athletic performance but also in
political philosophy based on the
environment of the times.”
In 1988, three years after
Winter’s death, SJSU cut the

track and field program.
“The reason given was that
the athletic department was in a
half-million dollar budget deficit,” said Frank Jewette, a member of the SJSU track team from
1983 to 1986.
Along with the track and field
program, SJSU cut men’s wrestling, women’s field hockey and
men’s cross country.
The cutting of the track and field
program has caused disappointment among former SJSU athletes.
“I think it was the wrong thing
to do,” said Ernie Bullard, assis-

tant to Bud Winter and head track
coach at SJSU from 1974 to 1984.
“(Cutting the track and field program) was to save money. ... There
is no income in track; it doesn’t
pay for itself.”
Currently, Bud Winter Field is
a ghost of its former self. The allweather track is filled with holes,
while weeds and bits of trash litter
the field area. The university uses
the field as overflow parking during
baseball, football and soccer games.
“I think it’s a travesty, a sin. It’s
a shameful thing,” John Carlos
said. “It’s a smack in the face to

Bud Winter and all he’s done for
the school and for the city of San
Jose that they would let his history go down to that level.”
According to Urla Hill, the
curator of the “Speed City” exhibit at San Jose City Hall, a lot
of the former track athletes have
dropped their alumni memberships due to the current condition
of the field. “They don’t really care
about SJSU anymore,” Hill said.
Current students took it upon
themselves to form the SJSU
Track & Field Club and to honor
the history associated with it.

STORY // ADAM MURPHY
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WHO WERE THEY?

JEFF KROOT / Courtesy of History San Jose
John Carlos (left) and Tommie Smith hanging out at what is now known as Bud
Winter Field, San Jose State College South Campus in 1969.

A simple gesture nearly 40
years ago inextricably tied gold
medalist Tommie Smith and
bronze medalist John Carlos
together. For the rest of their
lives, they would be known neither for their medals nor their
numerous world records, but
for their protest at the 1968
Olympic Games.
There was no great plan to make
a statement to the world, said former SJSU professor Harry Edwards and organizer of the Project
for Human Rights. Edwards was
instrumental in influencing Smith
and Carlos to take some kind of
action during the Olympic trials,
according to San Jose State alumnus and Project for Human Rights
co-founder Ken Noel.
Smith and Carlos were not political activists, but athletes.

“Carlos and Smith are joined
at the hip in history, they will always be together, but they couldn’t
be more different,” Edwards said.
“Tommie Smith’s world as a child
was one of hard work, the seventh
child of 12 from a farming family
that moved to Northern California
when he was 6.”
Smith said his father prided
himself on hard work. He said he
carries that same kind of pride
around with him at all times.
It helps explain the thinking of
someone who would risk everything for what he felt was right.
“Dad and Mom were my backbone,” Tommie Smith said of his
parents. “Their intrinsic attitudes of
work ethic and non-secular beliefs
kept me to do the right thing.”
Like Smith, John Carlos’ main
influence was his family.

“My father was a serious-minded individual in regards to family
protection, support, care,” Carlos
said. “He would never solve your
problems. He would give you some
tools to solve the problem, but you
had to be the man to step up to the
plate to resolve those issues.”
Tommie Smith wore sunglasses
in all of his events. He wore them
not to stand out, but to hide.
“I try to convince myself that
if I can’t see out too well, then
nobody can see me very clearly,
either,” said Smith in an interview
with Frank Deford of Sports Illustrated in 1967.
The Olympians could not be
more different, even on the stand.
Smith was shy and affable compared to a boisterous and confident Carlos. Smith’s posture on
the Olympic pedestal was rigid

GARY KELMENSON / Courtesy of History San Jose

Bud Winter (left) and John Carlos standing at the track in 1969.

and forceful, while Carlos was at
ease, his body loose and relaxed.
“Carlos is a city guy, brash,
boisterous and loud, outwardly aggressive. He wore his confidence
out in the open. He had supreme
confidence,” Noel said.
Carlos and Smith may differ in their personalities, but
they share traits common to any
Olympic athlete.
“(They had) tremendous
amounts of pride and courage.
Without that, how can you be as
political as we were and perform
as well as they did under those
circumstances? They had self confidence and a willingness to sacrifice,” Noel said.
Neither ever lacked confidence
on the track. Head coach Bud
Winter made sure of that.
Winter trained fighter pilots dur-

ing World War II and used the relaxation technique learned in the Navy
and applied it to his runners.
“I came to San Jose State to be
coached by the best and achieve
worldwide achievement. (Winter) was very instrumental in me
graduating from college, since I
was the very first one in my family
to do so,” said Bob Poynter, a former San Jose State student athlete
under Bud Winter.
Winter’s car he drove to practice was held together by string,
and he conducted practice in a
camouflage suit, according to Urla
Hill, an SJSU graduate and curator
of the Speed City exhibit in San
Jose City Hall.
“Winter was a friend, a mentor
and a great coach. He contributed to
who I was on the track,” Carlos said.
Bud Winter was the track coach

while Ernie Bullard instructed all of
the field events.
“(Winter) was one of the really outstanding coaches ever. The
San Jose State track and field program never had a big budget in any
sport. He built quite a bit on very
little. (He) was the mantel on why
(the athletes) were there. Speed
City was one thing, but on that
team there were some outstanding
athletes,” Bullard said.
Winter produced more than 102
All-Americans during his tenure at
San Jose State, Poynter said. Winter
also saw the team through the political turmoil of the late 1960s.
“It was like going down rapids
in a canoe. The whole idea is to get
to the bottom with everyone still
on the canoe,” Bullard said. “None
of it was easy. It was a complicated
year, but we got through it.”
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“My raised right hand stood for the power of black America.
Carlos’ raised left hand stood for the unity of black America.
Together they formed an arch of unity and power,” Smith said.

SALUTE

MEDALS

Tommie Smith and John Carlos wore a matched set of
black gloves when they gave the raised fist salute: Smith had
the right one, Carlos the left. Originally purchased by Tommie
Smith’s wife because she thought it would be cold in Mexico
City, the pair wore them because they didn’t want to shake
hands with Olympic president Avery Brundage, a man they
regarded as racist, when they received their medals.

Tommie Smith won the gold
with a world-record-setting time of
19.83 seconds in the 200-meter
dash. John Carlos took the bronze
with a time of 20.10 seconds.
Although they were thrown out of
Olympic Village by the International
Olympic Commission after the event,
and banned from ever competing
again, they were never stripped of
their medals.

BOWED HEADS

Smith and Carlos’ refusal to look at the flag while the
American national anthem played was considered by many
at the time to be unpatriotic and disrespectful. But for them
it was a way of showing the solemness of the event.
In a 1993 Daily Telegraph story, Smith said “They say
we demeaned the flag. Hey, no way man. That’s my flag . . .
that’s the American flag and I’m an American. But I couldn’t
salute it in the accepted manner, because it didn’t represent
me fully; only to the extent of asking me to be great on the
running track, then obliging me to come home and be just
another nigger.”

BEADS

John Carlos wore a string of beads around his neck,
which he described as being “for those individuals that were
lynched or killed that no one said a prayer for, that were
hung and tarred. It was for those thrown off the side of the
boats in the Middle Passage.”

SILVER

The silver medal for the 200-meter dash went to Australian Peter Norman. His
time of 20.06 seconds is still the Australian record for the event. Norman supported
the protest and wore an Olympic Project for Human Rights pin as he stood on the
podium as a gesture of solidarity. When Norman died of a heart attack in 2006,
Tommie Smith and John Carlos were pallbearers at his funeral. He was left out of
the statue at his own insistence.

BARE FEET
Smith and Carlos took to the podium without their shoes,
wearing only black socks as a way of protesting the poverty
in which many blacks lived.
“We have kids that don’t have shoes even today. It’s not
like the powers that be can’t provide these things. They can
send a spaceship to the moon, or a probe to Mars, yet they
can’t give shoes? They can’t give health care? I’m just not
naive enough to accept that,” John Carlos said.

“I can understand now,
since Peter’s gone, he
left that vacancy so
others could stand in his
place, and that was quite
awesome,” Smith told the
AP in 2006.

Photographs by DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
Design by MATTHEW MOUNTFORD / Spartan Daily
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MAY NOT STAY
The California State Universit Board of Trustees’ May apsity
pr
proval
of a new sports complex on
So
South
Campus has put a bump in
th road for the SJSU track and field
the
or
organization.
The city of San Jose intends to const
struct
the $14 million complex, which
in
includes
soccer fields and additional
pa
parking,
on top of the Bud Winter
Fi
Field.
While the track and field team
w
wants
many things done to the track,
th proposed deal is not among them.
the
“Originally, we were going to use the
tr
track,”
said senior kinesiology major
W
William
Brown, a track athlete, coach
an co-founder of the SJSU Track
and
an Field Club, which was founded in
and
20 “But the track is old.”
2006.

“There are holes in the track turf
matting, and the plaque that commemorates the field to Bud Winter
is slowly eroding away,” the track and
field Web site stated.
In an effort to sway the city
from going along with its plan, the
Track and Field Club has been informing students, asking people to
sign petitions and holding discussions with anyone willing to lend an
ear, Brown said.
“Ten years ago, the school tried to
do this. Students got pissed off and
rallied (to save the field),” Brown said.
“We want to use the track. It is very
important to our school. We were
known as ‘Speed City.’ It was known as
the place to come.”

And that, ultimately, is what Brown
said the club wants: for people to come.
Few students know about the efforts to save the field. Brown said this
is because he only found out in April,
though he said the city “has been talking about this for three years.”
Nevertheless, Shauna Sherman, a
junior justice studies major, said she
is “kind of indifferent” to what they
do with the field. She said she is one
of those students who were unaware
of the track and the proposed plans to
build a sports complex. But, if she had
to choose, she said she would “keep
more of the history alive.”
This track is where Tommie Smith
and John Carlos used to train, as well
as fellow Olympians Ray Norton and

Robert Poynter, the SJSU track and
field Web site stated.
man
Christian Mabalot, a freshman
business marketing major, said he
the
thought the school “shouldn’t tear (the
track) down.”
at,”
“I just signed a petition for that,”
ple
Mabalot said. “They’re a lot of people
who still want it standing. That is $14
memillion that can be used for something else.”
That is what Brown would likee to
see happen.
cil“We want a multi-purpose facilhat
ity,” he said, speaking of a project that
low
would make over the field and allow
for other track and field sports.
me.
“This is pretty much a trying time.
id.
Once it’s gone, it’s gone,” Brown said.
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The best accomplishments
don’t occur during the game

[OPINION]

WHERE IN SPORTS
TO FIND PURITY

TOMMY WRIGHT
In my life as a sports fan, I have been lucky
enough to tune into many great sports performances. Joe Montana finding John Taylor in the
end zone for the winning touchdown in Super
Bowl XXIII, Michael Jordan’s “flu game” in the
1997 NBA Finals, Kirk Gibson’s pinch-hit, walk
off home run in the 1988 World Series.
At the time, I saw those events as heroic
(despite my aversion toward the Dodgers) but
looking back, they didn’t have much meaning
beyond the sports world.
I did watch Dave Dravecky’s courageous
return to baseball after he was diagnosed with
cancer. But it seems that sports currently lack
the heroes who were present in the years before my time.
Roberto Clemente is someone who died 10
years before I was born, but I have always admired him for what he did on the field and off.
Clemente, a member of the National Baseball
Hall of Fame, died in a plane crash while bringing
aid to victims of an earthquake in Nicaragua.
There are also the people who have broken
barriers in sports. Most people have heard of
how Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in
baseball in 1947. But the barrier in professional
football was broken twice before Jackie Robinson played his first game in the major leagues.
From 1920 to 1933, 13 African-Americans
played in the National Football League. But it
took until 1946 for another African-American
to get back into pro football. That year, Marion
Motley, Bill Willis, Kenny Washington and
Woody Strode all made their debuts.
It took until 1950 for the National Basketball Association to integrate. Earl Lloyd,
Chuck Cooper and Nat “Sweetwater” Clifton
brought down the barrier in the NBA.
Billy Jean King, Babe Didrikson and Jackie
Joyner-Kersee have all helped progress women
in sports.
Other athletes made their mark by not participating.
Canadian boxers Sam Luftspring and Norman “Baby” Yak refused to attend the 1936
Olympics in Berlin due to the treatment of
Jews in Germany under Hitler’s rule.

DAVID ZUGNONI
The 1951 University of San
Francisco football team went
undefeated during the regular
season. The team was invited to
bowl games, but with the caveat that it leave its two AfricanAmerican players behind.
The team stood together and
chose not to attend.
But when you want to
single out one particular moment, it is the protest of Tommie Smith and John Carlos at the
1968 Olympics in Mexico City
that stands out as the most courageous event that transcended sports.
Smith and Carlos considered a
boycott as well. The boycott of the ’68
games was called off in place of a different form of protest.
By choosing to attend the Olympics,
Smith and Carlos were able to participate
and receive medals for their performance.
But after they raised their fists in defiance,
the two were suspended from the team and
sent home. When they got back, they were
denounced by the media, received death
threats and struggled to find work.
Their silent protest for equal rights transcended sports. It is fitting that they are memorialized here at SJSU. Their protest was
in the same vein of Martin Luther King Jr.
and Cesar Chavez, who both have structures
named for them on campus as well.
Activism in sports is not completely dead.
Joey Cheek, a U.S. speed skater, organized
Team Darfur to protest conditions in Sudan.
But Cheek had his visa revoked before he
could attend the 2008 Olympics in Beijing.
So the hope is not over for someone else to
take a stand as Smith and Carlos did in 1968.
But until then, their protest stands above the
1980 U.S. hockey team’s upset of the Soviet
Union, Lou Gehrig’s farewell speech, and
any other event as the most important, heroic and courageous moment in the history of sports.

When I was a kid, my father
brought me to plenty of high
school basketball games at the
Oakland Arena, now called
Oracle Arena, and Arco Arena in Sacramento.
Most ventures were filled
with fundamental basketball
and devoid of the overzealous
celebrations, taunts and working of the crowd common in
modern American sports.
The high school players
almost always conducted
themselves with a great deal
of discipline and respect for
the game.
They came jogging out of
the locker room in perfect
lines and went through their
warm-ups with soldier-like
uniformity.
The starters would always
shake hands with the opposing
coach, an opposing player and the
referees before the game.
Appreciating this type of purity was typical of my upbringing.
One year, Brandon Payton of
De La Salle High School in Concord, brother of former NBA star
Gary Payton, after winning the Division I Northern California championship, hung on the basket until
the rim bent.
My father and I didn’t think
highly of that.
Today I prefer a different type
of purity.
The outcomes of sporting
events mean nothing 99 percent of
the time. Sports are just for fun.
Some work as the gateway to
better economic conditions than
many good people could otherwise hope for, and they are beneficial to millions of people who

play sports or watch sports, but sports
should not hold authority over acceptable behavior.
Athletes who participated in the
1968 Summer Olympics were told the
same thing as athletes who were part of
the 2008 Summer Olympics: No political or social messages of any kind.
The Olympic committees made
these demands to avoid bringing in outside elements to what is meant to be a
pure celebration of sport.
But Olympic athletes have a unique
distinction: They appear suddenly in the
public eye for an extremely short period
of time; they become famous instantly
and then unknown just as fast.
Olympic athletes don’t get a bonus
for winning medals; they aren’t employees. Some do advertisements leading up
to or following their achievements, but
most return to their previous lives, incomes and notoriety.
Almost all Olympic athletes will never again be as famous as they are for just
a glimpse in time.
Telling these people not to use such
an opportunity to speak their mind is
stripping them of what could be their
biggest accomplishment — bigger than
winning Olympic gold.
Before raising his fist in protest of
unfair conditions in America, Tommie Smith was just the fastest sprinter
in the world. John Carlos was third
fastest. They were just names in the
record books.
But they chose to be more than that.
They chose to be honest.
While the 1968 Summer Olympics
may not have been seen as pure by
many, the hearts of Tommie Smith and
John Carlos were pure that day.
Purity is honesty.
Purity is truth.
Purity is free.
Purity is free speech.

[INTERVIEW]

SPECIAL SECTION

QA&

WITH

B9

HARRY EDWARDS
When Harry Edwards came to San Jose State as a student, he witnessed racism and neglect by
the college. When he came back in 1966 as an instructor, nothing had changed.
So, he decided to change it.
Out of his efforts, and the efforts of the students who worked with him, the Olympic Project
for Human Rights was born. Edwards talked to SJSU student media about the events of 1968. In
the following excerpts, he discusses his own motivations, the political climate at the college in
the ’60s, and the goals of the movement that ultimately led to Tommie Smith and John Carlos
putting their fists in the air at the 1968 Summer Olympics.

Q:
A:

How did you first get
involved in activism?

I was among the first generation
of Negro students at the time
to enter integrated high schools in East
St. Louis, Illinois. They integrated the
elementary schools in 1955 following
1954, Brown v. Board of Education.
They integrated the junior high schools
in 1956 and they integrated the high
schools in 1957.
So I was among that first big flush
of Negro students who went to East St.
Louis Senior High School, and when I got
there, one of the things that I found was
that we were there but we were basically
unwanted guests. They had no idea about
how to teach us. They had very little to no
knowledge of our culture. They had no
idea about how we were prepared to come
to school, how to even approach us.
The one area where we really had some
degree of comfort was on the athletic field
because once you get into that locker
room and put on the football equipment
or once you’re out on the track throwing
the discus or running, the regimen is very
clear. The only shortcut is hard work and
the only goal is to win. So in that arena, we
were comfortable but still not accepted.
It was very, very clear that as soon as
the athletic event was over, we had no
place in that area. So by the time I left high
school, I was very much aware of what I
was up against.

Q:
A:

Harry Edwards speaks to SJSU student CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
media in front of the Tommie Smith and John Carlos Statue.

What was the
atmosphere of SJSU
like from 1966 to 1968?

It was extremely difficult.
Very few people in the general
academic and social culture of this
campus realized what Negro students
went through, even athletes.
They were not aware of the day-to-day
ongoing humiliation in terms of trying to
rent an apartment, in terms of trying to
find a barber shop that would cut your
hair, in terms of going down to a restaurant
where there’s not a table at a place – and
you’re in Downtown San Jose and you’re
trying to simply sit down and buy a meal
and somebody comes to the door, “Can I
help you?” “Yes, I would like to eat lunch.”
“We’re not open yet.” Then you’re half a
block away and you see somebody else or
another group walk right in.
Nobody was conscious of the degree
of humiliation and outrage that Negro
students went through on this campus. To
go into an academic department and not
be able to register in that major — nobody
was aware of that. To walk down 11th
Street, frat row, and have epithets screamed
out of the windows. You’re walking and all
of a sudden a beer bottle crashes on the
sidewalk just behind you.
Nobody understood what that was
about. And of course going to filing a suit,
going to the police — you’re talking about
18-, 19-, 20-year-old students — that’s not
what we did, assuming that we had access

to the judicial system. Nobody would take
that seriously, a Negro student saying “I got
a problem with the segregated frat row.”
We’d probably get the same response
we got when we took this issue to the
housing vice president here, which was
to be laughed out of the place. It was just
not taken seriously. It was assumed that
we were simply privileged to be here.
Anything else: You’re over the top, you’re
asking too much, you’re out of your place.
And the campus for the most part, and
I’m talking professors, counselors, the
administration simply did not get it. They
didn’t understand the pain, the outrage,
the anguish, the humiliation that even
their star athletes went through in this
environment.
It had been going on for years. It wasn’t
just my generation. My generation was
simply the first generation to stand up and
confront the institution of the generations
who accommodated the situation by
helping each other out and helping each
other get through it.
We determined it wasn’t an issue
of getting through it. It was an issue of
stopping it. Our perspective was not to try
to figure out how to get around the rotten
apples. Our perspective was to overturn
the entire apple cart because that was the
only way the situation was going to be
corrected.

Q:
A:

When did you first
decide to boycott the
Olympics and why?

The Olympic project for human
rights got its name by virtue of
the fact that after our experiences here at
San Jose State, it became very, very clear
that it was not an issue of civil rights, in
terms of the housing, in terms of the access
to a broad variety of majors, in terms of the
kind of support systems that we needed
in this environment and in terms of the
daily humiliations and outrages that we
dealt with both on campus and off in this
community.
It wasn’t an issue of civil rights; we had
civil rights issues because our basic human
status was questioned. “You can’t major
in this, that or the other because you
don’t have the intellectual capacity.” “You
can’t come into this housing and rent an
apartment because we question your basic
human status.”
And so the Olympic Project for Human
Rights was named as such because we
wanted, with the Olympic movement, to go
beyond the civil issues that were involved
and really begin to challenge the basic
notion that somehow Negroes, as we were
called at the time, were less than human
in certain fundamental basic ways and
therefore were not deserving of full and
total civil rights.
We also understood that by putting
the struggle at the level of human rights,
it enabled us to go beyond the American

issues, because there were South Africa
and Southern Rhodesia, which had run
racist governments by constitutional
design and were oppressing the majority of
black people in those countries, and they
too were concerned by Southern Rhodesia
and South Africa being members in good
standing, strongly supported by the
United States and Britain and a number of
other Western powers.
So this enabled us to link up with and
to help to support them. It also enabled
us to link up with and to help to support
the student populations, in particular in
Mexico, who were very much concerned
about the corruption, about the total
misappropriation of national resources
and then ultimately about the amount
of money that was being spent on the
Olympic Games in Mexico City, while
there were millions of people in Mexico’s
population that were suffering mean at a
very basic and fundamental level, food,
shelter, medicine and so forth.
So, the human rights designation
enabled us to move beyond issues of
segregated housing in this country,
racial discrimination in this city and
enabled us to deal with these issues at
their core, not just in this country but
all over the world where we could make
common calls with people involved in a
similar struggle.

